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would not by any means cheat and impose upon
them.

Thus when errors and damnable doctrines in re-
ligion are broached and set on foot among us by
men of apparent sanctity in conversation, men of
severe morals, of rigid and austere lives, blameless
and mortified manners, strictly practising the good
things which they preach, and who by that strict-
ness of conversation have obtained a reputation in
the world, as men that do not willingly deceive the
people, or that at least have not a wicked design to
deceive; in such case, I say, error comes armed
with a fatal and double power, and its influence is
much more likely to do mischief, the hypocrisy is
the more dangerous, and the people more easily
abused.

Who could, in our days, expect that men of mo-
rals, men of unspotted lives, and whose characters
would be such as never to suffer any reproach,
should blemish all their reputation, which that com-
mendable rectitude of life had obtained for them,
with harbouring a horrid and detestable blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost itself, robbing the Son of
God of the equality which he thought it no robbery
to assume, and denying the Godhead of him who is
God blessed for ever f

But this is still too solemn, and I am not also
come on far enough in order of time to talk of those
people ; we shall meet with them again in our way:
for the present I must be content to go back to the
South and to the East, visit the primitive times of
sorcery and witchcraft, and see if we can find it out,
how the Devil and mankind came to be so well ac-
quainted as we find they have been; for certainly
it was not all done at once. Satan, whose region is
the air, and whose business is in the dark, was not
immediately corresponded with in an open, public,
and avowed manner; he did not walk about in per-